Little Britches

Annual Report 2017
President’s Message
Dear Friends,
Your partnership with Little Britches ensures that we can continue to carry out our
mission now and in the future. Little Britches is vital to the people with disabilities in
our community, and our ability to keep pace with the demand for the very best services possible depends on our supporters. We thank you from our hearts for your continuing support and contributions.
My first season as a volunteer with Little Britches, in 2010, was a personal revelation.
I witnessed how, week by week, riders with disabilities gained physical benefits
through the movement of the horse—improved muscle tone, balance, posture, sensory
integration and coordination—all leading to greater happiness and self-esteem.
I saw the emotional benefits, too, in the riders’ smiling faces and the way they stroked,
hugged and even whispered to their mounts. I realized that for many, Little Britches
provides an experience so wonderful that it touches them, their family and everyone
involved. This is why we do what we do!
Little Britches has offered equine-assisted activities to children with special needs for
almost 40 years. Now we are looking ahead. We know that our students need the activity of riding throughout the year, to promote their well-being in all seasons. So, we envision a permanent facility that would allow our program to run year-round—a facility
with an indoor ring and stabling for our ponies. We will expand our fundraising efforts
going forward to make this amazing vision a reality.
Sincerely,

Janie Larsen
President
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From Our Program Director
Through your amazing generosity in 2017, Little Britches:


Served an average of 76 riders per week, ranging in age from 4 to 65



Aided clients from 29 surrounding towns



Employed 3 PATH International certified instructors



Engaged 3 occupational therapists.



Welcomed the help of 60 volunteers each week



Kept our 7 therapy horses and ponies healthy and happy

We miss the involvement and support of our founder Peg Sweeney, who
passed away last March. To honor her memory we will try to make time
for all riders to greet their ponies by name and stroke their necks. Also,
there will be singing at times for those willing and able.
Peg’s Song

“Hi Ho and away we go
Pony riding, pony riding
Hi Ho and away we go
Riding on a pony. Hurray!”
Stuart Daly
Program Director
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2017 Donors
$15000 and above
Diebold Foundation
Friends of Children
$5000-$14999
Arnhold Foundation
Boehringer Ingelheim
Foundation
Connecticut Community
Foundation
Stuart Daly
Anna & James Rosato
Peter & Rebecca Rosow
Wells Fargo Community
Connection Grant
$1000 - $4999
A. G. Foundation

Financials

Alice Behrens
Honoria Diebold
Dobson Pools LLC
Lee & Lisa Einbinder
Episcopal Church of the Epiphany:
Upper Room Thrift Store
Hope for Youth Foundation
Neis Family Foundation
New Milford Rotary
Northwest Connecticut
Community Foundation
Carlton D. Fyler & Jenny R.
Fyler Fund
The Jessica Rekos Foundation
Nancy Stetson
White Family Foundation
David, Helen & Miriam Woodward
Foundation

Zanelli Foundation
$500-$999
Civic Foundation
Equus Foundation
Mark Johnson

Janie Larson
Maple Bank Farm
Mazaika Family Foundation
McGroarty & Fitzpatrick Family
Monica McInerney
Janis & Alan Menken
St James Lutheran Church
Maureen Stone
Spring Hill Farm LLC
Symmetry Partners – Patrick Sweeney
James Youngling & Susan Jordan

And many more! Thank you!

Revenues 6/30/2016-7/1/2017
Total $180,272.52
6% Fundraising events
25% Rider Contributions
28% Donations
1

2
3
4
5

18% Grants

6

23% Foundation Donations

Expenses 6/30/2016-7/1/2017
Total $163,919.12

15% Adminstration expenses

5% Development expenses

1
2
3

79% Program Expenses
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2018
Looking Forward
Little Britches’ 5-year goal is a big one: the purchase of a central facility with an indoor arena. This will
allow our program to operate year-round, providing continuity for our riders and increasing the number we
are able to serve. We’ll keep you posted on plans to reach this goal.
For the year ahead, the 2018 projected budget reflects a 10% increase to cover growing fixed expenses as
well as several new costs. We anticipate:


Increases in basic expenses—including horse care, facility rental, veterinary care, insurance and
compensation for instructors and therapists.



Purchase of a new pony, as some of our current fleet are aging and need to scale back their workload.



Expenses for taking several advanced riders to a local dressage show, a new direction for our program.

To meet these expenses, Little Britches will continue to cultivate private donors and apply for grants. We
plan two major fundraising events in 2018--our 6th Annual Little Britches 5k Walk/Run & Pint Size
Steeplechase in June, and our 2nd Annual Boots & Britches Ball in September. We will also participate in the
annual “Give Local” event in April and #GivingTuesday in November. Our annual appeal letter will go out in
the fall.

Kayla, one of our advanced riders, is working toward competing at a dressage show.

Outreach
Little Britches will continue to engage with our community. Two main avenues of outreach are:


Participating in the Woodbury Earth Day Celebration, volunteer fairs and other local events.



Recruiting volunteers from local universities and colleges, especially those with occupational therapy,
physical therapy and behavioral analysis programs. As students move from these programs to the workplace, they will take with them an understanding of therapeutic horseback riding and its benefits.

P.O. Box 120
Woodbury, CT 06798
www.littlebritchesct.org
Phone: 860-350-5050
E-mail: littlebritchesct@gmail.com

Save the Date
June 17 – 6th Annual 5K Run/Walk & Pint-Size Steeplechase: The 5K, for all ages, and the
Steeplechase, a kids’ fun run with obstacles, start at the Bridgewater Pavilion.
September 29 – 2nd Annual Boots & Britches Ball: Great silent auction items, barbeque food
and live music by Nashville Drive, also at the Bridgewater Pavilion.

